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Art Unit: 1745 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-8, 11, and 1 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Maeda ((U.S. Patent # 6,796,351 ). Maeda shows a transfer tool that used for 
transferring a transfer material, A, on a transferred object, 20, such as paper, 
comprising: a transfer tool main body, 10, having a transfer head, 12, that can bring at 
least the transfer material, A, into contact with the transferred object, 20; and a 
transferred object receiver, 26, 27, that is accompanied by the transfer tool main body; 
wherein a transfer head has a transfer face, 15, that is a region contacting the 
transferred object and transferring the transfer material when transferring the transfer 
material on the transferred object; an insertion space is formed between the transfer 
tool main body and the transferred object receiver, in which the transferred object, 20, 
can be inserted; the transfer head is positioned so that at least the transfer face is 
exposed in the insertion space (See Figs. 2-3); and the transfer material is transferred 
on the transferred object by slidably moving the transfer face to a predetermined 
transfer direction, F (See Fig. 5) while bringing the transfer face into contact with the 
transferred object with the transferred object inserted in the insertion space and the 
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transferred object sandwiched between the transfer tool main body and the transferred 
object receiver. 

Regarding claim 2, the insertion space is continuously opened to three directions 
comprising a transfer direction, F, a reverse transfer direction, and a direction 
orthogonal to the transfer direction and the reverse transfer direction. 

Regarding claim 3, the transfer material is transferred on the transferred object 
by sliding the transfer face of the transfer head on the surface of the transferred object 
upon transfer (column 8, lines 4-22, 34-58). 

Regarding claim, 4, the transfer head comprises a transfer roller, 15, having the 
transfer face that can be rotated upon transfer. 

Regarding claim 5, the transfer tool has a first auxiliary roller, 26, provided on the 
transferred object receiver, which can be rotated in conjunction with the transfer roller 
upon transfer. 

Regarding claims 6-7, the first auxiliary roller has a backing face that is a region 
that can be opposed to the transfer face and can contact the rear face of the transferred 
object upon transfer and the backing face and the transfer face are relatively connected 
and separated from each other (See Fig. 2). 

Regarding claim 8, the transferred object receiver comprises a base, 23 (first 
portion) and at least the first auxiliary roller, and further comprises an arm portion, 23 
(orthogonal portion), that can carry out the balancing operation with respect to the base. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the transfer tool comprises a pair of second auxiliary rollers, 
26, which are opposed at the side of the transfer tool main body and the side of the 
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transferred object at a position in the insertion space that is different from the position 
where the transfer roller is opposed to the first auxiliary roller (See Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 14, the transferred object receiver comprises a base, 23 (first 
portion) and at least one second auxiliary roller, and further comprises an arm portion, 
23 (orthogonal portion), that can carry out the balancing operation with respect to the 
base. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 9, 1 5, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Maeda ((U.S. Patent # 6,796,351 ) in view of Shinozaki et al. (U.S. Patent # 
6,698,489). As shown in paragraph 2 above, Maeda shows the claimed limitations but 
fails to show the first auxiliary roller to be deformed in a direction from the transfer head. 
Shinozaki et al. also shows a transfer tool wherein a first auxiliary roller cradle, 3, 
supporting a rotational support shaft of the first auxiliary roller, 7, so it can be elastically 
deformed in a direction connecting and separating to and from the transfer head, 6, to 
allow the tool to be placed around a transferred object (column 5, lines 46-57). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to make 
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the base of Maeda elastically deformable as shown by Shinozaki et al. in order to allow 
for easy insertion of the transferred object into the transfer tool. 

Regarding claim 15, Shinozaki et al. further shows the auxiliary roller cradle to be 
elastically deformed in relation to second auxiliary rollers, 5. 

Regarding claim 21 , Shinozaki et al. shows regulating means that prevents the 
transfer tool main body and transferred object receiver from moving beyond a certain 
set point (See Figs. 2-3). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 12 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

6. Claims 8, 1 5, 21 -22, 25-27, and 29-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 15, line 2 includes the limitation "the other second auxiliary roller" in line 5. 
It is unclear which other second auxiliary roller is being referred to as there is another 
secondary roller in the pair of secondary auxiliary rollers or any number of auxiliary 
rollers in the additional pairs of auxiliary rollers as proposed by claim 1 1 . One solution 
would be to insert the phrase, 'of the pair of second auxiliary rollers' after "roller" in line . 

Claim 21 recites, "from moving within a predetermined distance or more from one 
another," which is not idiomatic English and is therefore unclear. This seems to suggest 
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that the two parts cannot move closer than a preset spacing or farther than that same 
preset spacing. These two prohibitions are contradictory. 

Claim 22, line 4, "abuts against the other one by priority" is not idiomatic English. 

Claim 25 recites, "from moving within a predetermined distance or more from one 
another," which is not idiomatic English and is therefore unclear. This seems to suggest 
that the two parts cannot move closer than a preset spacing or farther than that same 
preset spacing. These two prohibitions are contradictory. 

Claim 26, line 4, "abuts against the other one by priority" is not idiomatic English. 

Claim Objections 

7. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 1 , after "that", 
'is' should be inserted; line 14, "to" should be deleted and 'is' inserted therein. Claim 
28 is objected to because of the following informalities: line 19, the first occurrence of 
"a" should be deleted and 'an' inserted therein. Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1 0, 1 2-1 3, 1 6-20, 23-24, and 27-28 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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9. Claims 22, 25-26, and 29-32 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 0. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: None of the prior art transfer tools show the limitations of the allowable claims 
such as: endless track mechanisms winding a crawler track; the transferred object 
receiver covering the transfer head in one position but not in another position of the 
transferred object receiver; and an elongated chip regulating means. 



Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed September 23, 201 1 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicants argue that the amendment to claim 1 incorporates 
the limitations of allowable claim 10, but the only amendment to claim 1 was deletion of 
"a" in line 6 and insertion of "the" therein. As the amended claims have the same 
limitations as the originally filed claims, the prior art rejections remain pertinent. 

As to the claim amendments to overcome the 35 USC § 1 12 second paragraph, 
those rejections that have been overcome have been rescinded while the rejections on 
the remaining claims have been further clarified in the rejection above. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

1 2. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARK A. OSELE whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
1235. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Philip Tucker can be reached on 571 -272-1 095. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/MARK A OSELE/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1745 

November 17, 2011 



